248                    THE COLLECTED WORKS OF MAHATMA GANDHI
GENERAL SMUTS' REPLY
General Smuts sent the following reply1 to this:
Your letter was duly received. General Smuts does not agree
with your interpretation of the terms of the settlement. Indians
who may come in now must apply for registration [under the law].
General Smuts hopes, therefore, that you will use your influence
to persuade fresh Indian entrants to apply for registration accordingly.
REPLY
In reply to this, Mr. Gandhi wrote as follows:2
FURTHER REPLY FROM GENERAL SMUTS
This is as under:3
Your letter was duly received. Even after further consideration,
General Smuts is unable to depart from the position he has taken.
This is a frightful reply, and suggests foul play. It is not in itself
a serious matter that a score or so of Indians who have recently returned
from home are not allowed to take out certificates voluntarily. That
would not be a sufficient cause for panic. What causes apprehension
is that the roots of this go much deeper. The obnoxious law has to
be repealed now. It must be repealed. If it is not, the consequences
are likely to be unpleasant. We shall remain where we were. Mr. Gandhi
wrote very frankly to General Smuts. The brief reply to this letter merely
announced that his demand would not be accepted. Nothing was
said about whether or not the law would be repealed.
INTERVIEW WITH CARTWRIGHT
Mr. Cartwright has been at every stage associated with the settlement
as a mediator, so that there is no need to be apprehensive [on his score].
Since Mr. Cartwright is an honest man, we may depend on his doing
his best. What if, in spite of all, General Smuts does not come round?
The Transvaal Indians must answer this question to themselves courage-
ously. Mr. Gandhi has had an interview with Mr. Cartwright and the
two of them intend to see General Smuts.4 Everything will depend on
the result of the interview.
WHAT Is THIS SETTLEMENT?
If, however, it is established that the Government has in fact played
foul, one may ask what kind, of a settlement this is. But those who
1 &3 These letters were from the Private Secretary to General Smuts.
2 For text of the letter, vide "Letter to E. F. G. Lane", pp. 231-2.
4 The original here is not clear on whether Cartwright was also to meet General
Smuts. In fact, he was not present at the meeting between Gandhiji and General
Smuts which took place on June 6,1908; wb "Johannesburg Letter", pp. 284-5,